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uttered  by  the  Finns.   They  replied  " Present,"  but
Helsinki was far, very far.    " It's a long way off."
Great Britain was still under the stress of anxiety caused
to the Admiralty and the people by the magnetic mines.
She would overcome the problem as she did others, but it
was asking a lot to expect her to cope with too many
difficulties at once. On the other hand in England, where
perhaps the opportunity for an Anglo-Russian under-
standing was let slip in April, 1939, there were members of
the Government and men of importance and weight who
held that the proper policy to adopt towards the Soviets
was to take no compromising steps and to wait and see.
Moscow would never make decisions save in the strictest
accord with her own interests. It was useless therefore to
form conclusions in advance. The only thing to do was
to leave the way open to tacit agreements which these
interests might one day inspire. Consequently there was
hesitation about the method of helping the small nation
which was heroically putting up an obstinate and deadly
resistance against the Russian troops who were surprised
at not being able to enjoy a military " walk-over."
This indeterminate shuffling took time, a great deal of
time* In military and in certain political circles in which
he was the great hope, there was much talk of General
Weygand and of the views he was putting forward. He
had organised an army in Syria. He came back from
Turkey where, more or less under the terms of the Franco-
Turkish treaty, he had made military contacts, and he
broke his journey in Greece and Yugo-Slavia. The
moment seemed to him favourable for an Eastern front.
In no uncertain manner he notified the Ministry of War
which passed on the information to the British Govern-
ment, but the English were markedly reticent. In addi-
tion to the fact that they are often slow to take in the
usefulness of new plans, they were, in face of this particular
one, somewhat alarmed by the large share which would fall
to their lot in the matter of transport, troops and convoy-